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Overview

ØBrief recap on online 
module on environmental 
design

ØOver to you – what 
changes can you make in 
your clinical practice?

Ø Small groups

Ø 10 mins

Ø Feedback & discussion https://dementia.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2018/01/UD-
DFH-Guidelines-2018-Full-doc-lw-
res-compressed-A1.pdf

https://dementia.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/UD-DFH-Guidelines-2018-Full-doc-lw-res-compressed-A1.pdf
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Challenges for Radiography and Radiation Therapy

• Stigma, myths and misconceptions about dementia

• Focus on clinical care rather than maintaining a sense of 
personhood

• Lack of education specifically regarding the care of 
patients with dementia (BPSD)

• A lack of specialist multidisciplinary input, especially from 
Geriatric Medicine

• Environments are generally not designed for patients with 
dementia
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Barbara’s Story

https://youtu.be/DtA2sMAjU_Y?t=414

https://youtu.be/DtA2sMAjU_Y?t=414
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Challenges for Patients

https://dementia.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/UD-DFH-Guidelines-2018-Full-doc-lw-res-compressed-A1.pdf

https://dementia.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/UD-DFH-Guidelines-2018-Full-doc-lw-res-compressed-A1.pdf


Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Recap on Environmental Design Principles 

https://dementia.ie/environmental_design/#/

https://dementia.ie/environmental_design/#/

https://dementia.ie/environmental_design/
https://dementia.ie/environmental_design/
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Over to You

1. What are the key changes you feel would be beneficial 
for people with dementia in your current clinical 
environment?

2. Is there anything in particular from your current 
practice that has assisted you in creating a better 
environment?

Work in small groups to summarise the recommendations 
you would make 

Assign one person to provide feed back

In relation to the physical environment…..
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SCoR Guidelines

https://www.sor.org/getmedia/db2b70ad-2771-42f1-a204-
009fde177071/sor_dementia_academic_doc_llv2.pdf

https://www.sor.org/getmedia/db2b70ad-2771-42f1-a204-009fde177071/sor_dementia_academic_doc_llv2.pdf


Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

SCoR Guidelines

https://www.sor.org/getmedia/db2b70ad-2771-42f1-a204-
009fde177071/sor_dementia_academic_doc_llv2.pdf

https://www.sor.org/getmedia/db2b70ad-2771-42f1-a204-009fde177071/sor_dementia_academic_doc_llv2.pdf
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x RT/radiography dept

https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/sites/default/
files/EHE-dementia-assessment-tool.pdf

https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/sites/default/files/EHE-dementia-assessment-tool.pdf
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Summary of Main Recommendations
Conduct an environmental audit

Orientation
• Signage
• Large clocks/calendars (time/date)
Mobility
• Handrails (colour contrast)
• Chairs with armrests
• Non-slip floors
Security
• Remove clutter
• Private (noise-free) waiting areas
Continence
• Increase signage; internally/externally
• Increase use of contrasting colours 
• Call button/emergency red rope is in all cubicles within 

easy reach
Patient wellbeing 
• Maximise links to nature, where feasible

Flood J, O'Hanlon S, Gibb M, O'Donovan A. Caring for patients 
with dementia undergoing radiation therapy–A national 
audit. Journal of Geriatric Oncology. 2019 Sep 1;10(5):811-8.
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Conclusion

Ø There are many environmental 
adaptations we can make in 
our departments to promote a 
sense of wellbeing for people 
with dementia

Ø Low cost

Ø Based on principles of 
universal design

Ø Benefits all patients

https://dementia.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2018/01/UD-
DFH-Guidelines-2018-Full-doc-lw-
res-compressed-A1.pdf

https://dementia.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/UD-DFH-Guidelines-2018-Full-doc-lw-res-compressed-A1.pdf


Thank You

anita.odonovan@tcd.ie


